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CORNERSTONE: A Shared Legacy

In 1986, the very first CORNERSTONE newsletter was
published by the Ursulines of Brown County. It became a
way for us to share our ministry, community life, prayer and
vision with all of you. Thirty-eight years and 100 issues later,
we are celebrating the legacy of CORNERSTONE and its
editors in our 101st issue.  

Sister Ruth Podesta

Ursuline Sister Ruth Podesta was named the very
first editor of CORNERSTONE and enjoyed
publishing the first 20 issues. 

She remembers listening to Community members
about what they were doing, their work and
interests and she would find inspiration in that
shared information. 

She also appreciated the newsletters from other communities and
organizations because it gave her a sense of what other Congregations
were doing and their priorities. She enjoyed her time doing the publication
and the gift of understanding how others were engaged. 

Sister Ruth’s contribution and dedication to this newsletter is greatly
appreciated by our membership and community. 



“Assembling a Newsletter for publication has many of the same
characteristics as solving a puzzle. How will all these pieces fit together into
a whole? How can they be placed in a way that will catch the attention of
the reader? Will the end-product be pleasing? When I was asked to publish
CORNERSTONE, that was the puzzle I needed to solve.

One of the gifts offered to me at that time was a computer program called
Page Maker. Under the tutelage of Carol Hauser, I became familiar with that
program and began to enjoy the process of putting the puzzle together.
Sometimes I was expected to establish my own theme, but other times I had
to find a way to bring the Ursuline news into some kind of unity. The Sisters
were very cooperative in offering information to share with our readers.

We have been blessed over the years to work with Gregg MacMillan as our
printer. His technical assistance, timely advice and suggestions have been a
greatly appreciated learning experience and have given us security in our
end-product.

They tell me I have prepared eighty CORNERSTONE newsletters for
publication. It has been an enjoyable learning experience and I will miss
having the opportunity to be in touch with all of you who read and respond
to our efforts. It has been a pleasure. Thank you!”

Sister Agatha Fitzgerald

Ursuline Sister Agatha Fitzgerald has been the
editor of the past 80 issues of CORNERSTONE.

Her beautiful art creations were a staple within
every issue. We asked Sister Agatha to provide
some memories of her time working on
CORNERSTONE.  

CORNERSTONE will continue to be a joy for us to put
together for our readers. We cherish both Sister Ruth
and Sister Agatha’s contributions to the first 100
issues. Throughout this issue, you will find some of
Sister Agatha’s art creations from previous issues. 



A Message from our Printer, Gregg MacMillan:

“It’s been over 35 years that I’ve been working with Sister Agatha and The
Ursulines of Brown County! In addition to the Cornerstone, we’ve worked
together on books, pamphlets, brochures, stationery, and many other
printed items; that is, probably over 200 projects.

I’ve looked forward to these for several reasons, but mostly just because
Sister Agatha has been such a pleasure to work with. Additionally, I also
appreciate her projects since she is so organized and punctual. I feel that
we have a mutually helpful relationship due to her willingness to make
suggestions as well as being open-minded to various ideas and options.

And, of course, Sister Agatha’s remarkable artwork made each project
unique and special. Her artistic abilities continue to amaze me.

I feel so grateful for the collaboration time we've shared over these past 35
years.”
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CORNERSTONE is the way we share our ministry, community
life, prayer and vision with you. We rely on your generous
support to further our mission and care for our members.

The Ursulines of Brown County


